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113 deaths in eight principal towns, but the figures are

interesting as showing the notable change in age-incidence
of the small-pox deaths in that of the three decades sub-
sequent to the Vaccination Act coming into operation, com-
pared with that of the ten years preceding this (in 1855-64).
It will be seen that the relative mortality has shifted from
the earlier to the later periods of life in a striking manner.
Caithness County Council is to erect a hospital (twelve

beds) in the town of Thurso. As hospital accommodation
for rural districts in the county it is proposed to rent suitable
houses.
April 9th. 

______________

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Down District Asylum.
I FIND from the report of the resident medical super-

intendent, Mr. Nolan, for 1894 that during the year there
were 623 cases under treatment. There were 72 discharges
and 50 deaths, and there was an excess of 2 males and
79 females over the normal limit of accommodation. The
unusually high number of admissions (159), higher
than any other since the opening of the asylum in
1869, may be taken not as indicating a proportionate
increase of insanity in the county, but as due to the i

extension of more enlightened views regarding the nature I
and treatment, rather than as a rapid growth of insanity. There 
was a history of heredity in 33’3 per cent., but, owing to the ’

very imperfect family histories obtained from the class from
whom the patients are drawn, and their natural reticence to
give information on such a subject, it may be safely
assumed that this percentage is very much under the real
number. As asylums are now much more appreciated than
formerly it is, although a paradox, a fact, as Mr. Nolan
states, that the wiser we grow the more insane will be found
in our asylums.

Belfast City and District Lunatic Asylum.
At the monthly meeting of governors, held on April 8th,

the resident medical superintendent stated that there were
at present in the house 231 males and 137 females over
the normal accommodation. The proposed alterations at

Purdysburn, when completed, will afford accommodation for
75 male patients, but will give no accommodation for female
patients, and, as the County Antrim Asylum will not be

ready for at least twelve to eighteen months to come,
additional accommodation, even for chronic patients at

Pardysbarn, would be urgently needed. It was decided to
discuss the whole matter of providing for this increase of
patients at the next meeting.

Me Purdysburn Sewage Scheme.
A very large and important deputation of people in the

district of Purdysburn appeared before the Board of
Governors on April 8th, to protest against the proposal to
carry any of the sewage into the local river. After the
deputation had been heard Alderman Graham, M.D. (one
of the Governors), who is chairman of the Public Health
Committee of the City Council, said he had always
disagreed with this sewage scheme, as he condemned all
systems, such as the one suggested, of the chemical
treatment of sewage as unsatisfactory. What success had
been achieved in certain places was only in the way of
abating, not of removing the evil. A long discussion followed,
and it was stated that the Board of Control had approved of
the sewage scheme. Some of the governors thought the best
way out of the difficulty would be to pipe the sewage to the
city sewers ; but this scheme, it was shown, would be most
expensive. Finally, it was settled to refer back the whole
matter to the committee for further consideration. It is
quite evident that the question of what plan to adopt in
reference to the sewage of the Purdysburn Asylum will be a
most difficult one.

Armagh Sewage Scheme.
The Armagh Town Commissioners having received, a sealed

order from the Local Government Board to execute certain
work with regard to the sewage of that city, have had plans
fumished to them by Mr. Peddle, engineer to the Ulster
Sanitary Association, for an entirely new system of sewage,

which, I hear, is to provide for disinfection of the sewage on
the chemical plan. On April 8th a deputation appeared
before the Board urging that if the sewer complained of,
and in regard to which the recent investigation was held,
was put right the command of the sealed order would be
satisfied. They urged that this would be much less expensive
than the proposed new scheme. The chairman said that
the sealed order went further than the deputation seemed to
think. It did not particularise the place complained of, but
said that the sewers in the urban sanitary district were to be
set right. Even taking the river complained of alone, it
would entail a complete renovation of the sewerage of the
city. The committee appointed by the commissioners having
gone most minutely into the scheme (and most of them were
ratepayers themselves), considered that the plan was as cheap
a one as could be secured. The report dealing with the site
of the sewage works was adopted. As Mr. Peddie had
stated there would be no smell from the site of the works, it
was decided it should be placed near the city and the expense
of carrying it outside the municipal boundary be saved.

The Winter Session af Belfast.
The winter session, both at Queen’s College and at

Hospital, came to an end on April llth. The class examina-
tions will be held next week.

The Battle of the Clubs at Cork.
The local papers recently announced that one of the clubs

had increased the salary of their recently-appointed medical
officer in recognition of the satisfactory manner in which he
had discharged his duties. As I do not object to giving further
publicity to the generosity of this club, I may mention that a
few months ago the members of the club appraised the value
of the services of their newly-appointed surgeon at 5s. per
annum per member, which sum was to pay for attendance on
the members and their families. The club has now-no doubt
after mature deliberation-decided on further augmenting the
income of their medical officer by presenting him with an addi-
tional shilling. It is recognised on all sides that the present
comparatively healthy condition of the city is an aid to the
clubs in their contest with the local profession, as few con-
sultations are required, and the amount of work thrown on
the imported medical men is well below the average. But if
much sickness prevailed the exacting members of societies
would soon become discontented owing to their limited staff
being unable to visit patients at one and the same time in
different parts of the city. The numerous communications
received by the local committee indicate the widespread inte-
rest taken in the movement initiated by the Cork doctors, and
I have no doubt a blow will be struck in various other
quarters at the tyranny of the clubs. Even a protest has been
raised in far-away Fiji. A letter addressed to one of the
newspapers published there has been forwarded to us, in
which the writer contrasts the action of working men when
as employers they are dealing with members of the medical
profession and when, on the other hand, they want to exact
for themselves increased wages from the " bloatedcapitalist."
I have but one word to add : the Cork doctors are as united
and determined as ever.

T7te Witchcraft Case at Clonmel.
The magisterial inquiry has resulted in the return of seven

of the prisoners for trial on the capital charge ; but, from the
evidence given on the last day of the investigation, it would
appear that the presence of some of the prisoners whilst part
of the atrocity was being enacted was due to the fact that
the husband of the unfortunate woman flourished a knife
which he threatened to use. In that way he compelled one
of the men to assist him in burying the body, and prior to
its removal he stated that as he could not drive out the devil
through the chimney he would drive her out through the
door. Afterwards he was evidently seized with remorse on
becoming convinced that it was really his own wife that he
had so cruelly done to death. The charge against the &deg;herb
doctor " was dismissed on the ground that he had no con-
nexion with the case further than prescribing for the poor
patient. ,

The Payment of Locum Tenents of Dispensary Medical
Officers.

As I have already mentioned, Mr. Blanchard caused his
solicitor to write to the Middleton Poor-law guardians threat-
ening legal proceedings in case they should persevere in
refusing to pay him for discharging the duties of one of the
dispensing medical officers during the absence of the latter
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owing to ill-health. The important question raised was as
to whether the guardians or their medical officer should be
held responsible to Mr. Blanchard for his fees. The Local
Government Board have now decided that the guardians
should pay, and this decision will of course rule many other
similar cases.

Veterinary Collegefor Dllblin.
The preliminary arrangements for the projected veterinary

college in Dublin are now well advanced, and the terms of
the charter are being considered by the legal authorities.
The next important step will be the introduction of a Bill
dealing with the financial question.

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Diagnosis nf Diphtheria.
SINCE the important communication of Dr. Roux at Bada-

pest was made, I, doubtless in common with a good many of
my confreres, made it a matter of routine to determine
bacteriologically the nature of any affection of the throat
characterised by a secretion deposited on the tonsils.
Hitherto it has only been at the laboratory of the enter-

prising journal, La Presse M&eacute;dicale, that the gratui.tous
diagnosis of these cases has been possible in Paris,
although some capable druggists undertake the task at
a moderate price. This lacuna in the arrangements for the
prompt tackling of diphtheria has induced the municipal
council to create a special department for this purpose at the
Laboratory of Micrography of the city of Paris, in the Mont-
souris Observatory. Here the practitioner will be supplied
on application with tubes of gelatinised serum and a spatula
for the preparation of the culture at the bedside. The tube
returned to the laboratory, the result will be transmitted to
the medical man within twenty-four hours. The sum of
10, 000 fr. was on April 6th voted towards this laudable object.

,Ftzielt7it Soldiers.
It has always been a matter of surprise that the energies of

the medical recruit should be wasted on drills and exercises of
a purely military character, and that hi3 special knowledge
should not rather be utilised in the hospital wards during his
term of service. This blir d policy was more to be wondered
at when it was a matter of common knowledge that, on the
outbreak of war, the supply of surgeons would inevitably fall
far short of the demand. The present Minister of War has
appreciated the incongruity, and has consequently just
decided that, after having undergone a short course of
instruction in soldiering, student-recruits will in future be
employed as infirmiers in the wards. Students have cause to
rejoice at this sensible decision, for the application of the
new regulation will necessarily keep them more in touch with
their future occupations, and render their presence in the ranks
loss a waste of time, from a medical point of view, than has
hitherto been the case.

A Monument to the late Professor Villemin.

On Sunday, the 31st ult., there was unveiled in the Cour
Boussais, at the Val-de-Gr&acirc;ce Military Medical School, a
statue of the late Dr. Villemin, known to the profession for
his remarkable researches into the nature of tuberculosis. The
Minister of War was represented by Dr. Colin, Inspecteur-
G&eacute;n&eacute;ral du Service de Sant&eacute;, and all the available members of
the Corps de Sant&eacute; were present, as well as the students of the
Val-de-Gdce and such civilian practitioners as MM. Berg6r,
Landouzy, Hanot, Perrier, Herard, &c. Discourses were
delivered by Dr. du Cazal, m&eacute;decin-principal, and Dr. Colin,
the latter observing in the course of his remarks that the army
surgeon should never forget that he is the chief consoler of
the soldier serving far away from his home.

The late Professor, Georges Poochet.
The late regretted Professor of Comparative Anatomy at

the Mus6um d’Ilistoiie Naturelle, who died on March 29th
of last year, and was buried at Pore-Lachaise, had gathered
round his grave last week a few sorrowing friends come to
witness the unveiling of a monumental souvenir of a great
savant. Two brief discourses were delivered, one being by
Dr. Dumontpallier, vice-president of the Societe de Biologie,
to which corporation the deceased left all his fortune.

VIENNA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Rare Diseases of Joints.
AT the last meeting of the Vienna Medical Society Professor

Kolisko described some rare diseases of the joints. Syphilitic
disease of the joints may be either acute or chronic, the former
condition being characterised by serous effusion into the
articulation and by inflammatory appearances. He exhibited
the knee-joint of a man whose leg had been amputated. The

patient’s mother had been infected during her pregnancy;
he himself has always been healthy, and was the father of
healthy children. The joint was ankylosed, the articular
surfaces being grown together, with the exception of some
narrow spaces. The central parts of the femur were eroded
and permeated by a white callus. The surface of this bone
was also covered by a layer of osseous substance, which was
specially indicative of syphilis. Professor Kolisko describes
the following characteristic marks of joint affections asso.
ciated with tabes: (1) distension of the capsule by serous
effusion ; (2) proliferations in the synovial membrane;
(3) atrophy of the articular extremities ; and (4) spontaneous
fractures. Contrary to the opinion of French writers, who
assume a trophic disturbance, Professor Kolisko explains
these processes on the theory that through the insensibility
resulting from tabes dorsalis the patient does not feel con.
cussions, and does not fix his joints. If an articulation

, 
affected with a neuropathic disease were fixed in an early
stage the process could be stopped. French authorities affirm

, 

that in spontaneous fractures the bones become porousincon.
, sequence of inflammation of their nerves; but Professor Kolisko
. supposes the incoordination of movement and the want of

support from normal muscular action to be the true

j, causes. A third rare disease of the joints is arthritis
pauperum, which is very painful, and only attacks the small

) articulations of the hands and feet of people exposed to

r privations. The joints are flexed, proliferations occur on the
articular extremities, and there may be displacement of the
first phalanx on the head of the metacarpal bone.

Death. ot Dr. Gauster.

By the death of Dr. Gauster, who passed away on

March 25th, the profession of medicine in Vienna loses one
of its best known members. Born in Vienna about sixty-
eight years ago, he studied at the School of Medicine there,
and eventually adopted lunacy as his special subject. Im-

mediately on obtaining his diploma, in 1851, he became
assistant director of the Lunatic Asylum of Lower Austria,
and in 1888. Professor Schlager having died, he was appointed
director. In the fulfilment of his responsible duties he

gained universal esteem. His principal works were: Moral
Insanity, 1879 ; Mental Degenerations, and the Influenza

Epidemic in the Vienna Lunatic Asylum in 1889-90, and its
Influence on Phrenopathics. He was also on the Council of

Hygiene. Dr. Gauster succumbed to an attack of pneu-
monia. The funeral took place on March 28th, and was
attended by a large gathering of Vienna medical men.

Blindness caused by a Vermifuge.
Dr. Gross relates the following case. A man aged

forty-four years after a dose of castor-oil took thirty-two
capsules of a vermifuge. In the evening he fainted away,
and when admitted to the hospital was found to be suffering
from mydriasis and total want of light perception, but without
visible change in the fundus oculi. Symptoms of atrophy
of the optic nerve subsequently appeared. Each capsule
contained ethereal extract of male fern and pomegranate root
bark, of each 0’25 gramme (4 grains) Dr. Gross recom-
mends calomel given in half-gramme doses (= 72 grains) as

, far the most satisfactory of all the numerous remedies pro-
; posed for toania solium.

The Otological Society.
The inaugural meeting of this society took place on

March 28th. Its purpose is the promotion of aural surgery
by means of scientific reports, demonstrations, discussions at
the meetings, and an annual congress. Professor Josef
Gruber was elected president ; Professor Pollitzer, vice-presi-
dent ; Professor Urbantschitsch, manager; and Dr. Pollak,
secretary.
April 7th. 
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